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February	8,	2025	
Memorial	of	Saint	Jerome	Emiliani	
	
I	have	been	in	contact	with	our	clergy	and	families	who	have	immigrated	to	our	country	and	with	
members	of	the	LGBTQI	community.	In	light	of	their	experiences,	I	invite	you	to	join	the	American	
National	Catholic	Church	in	standing	in	solidarity	with	all	who	are	affected	by	discriminatory	
policies,	advocating	for	dignity,	justice,	and	inclusion	for	all.		
	
Most	Rev.	George	R.	Lucey	
Presiding	Bishop	
	
	

**Official	Statement	from	the	American	National	Catholic	Church**	
	
	
The	American	National	Catholic	Church	(ANCC)	proclaims	itself	a	sanctuary	community,	standing	in	
unwavering	solidarity	with	all	our	sisters	and	brothers,	especially	those	who	are	marginalized,	
vulnerable,	and	in	need	of	refuge.	Rooted	in	the	Gospel	call	to	love	our	neighbor	and	guided	by	the	
principles	of	justice,	compassion,	and	dignity	for	all,	we	commit	ourselves	to	being	a	safe	and	
welcoming	home	for	all	who	seek	belonging	and	peace.	
	
As	followers	of	Christ,	we	affirm	the	sacred	worth	of	every	person,	regardless	of	nationality,	
immigration	status,	race,	ethnicity,	gender	identity,	sexual	orientation,	or	socio-economic	condition.	
We	extend	our	hands	and	hearts	in	hospitality	to	our	immigrant	brothers	and	sisters,	recognizing	
their	inherent	dignity	and	the	many	gifts	they	bring	to	our	communities.	We	stand	in	steadfast	
support	of	our	LGBTQI	sisters	and	brothers,	celebrating	their	God-given	identities	and	embracing	
them	fully	within	the	life	of	the	Church.	
	
The	ANCC	rejects	all	forms	of	discrimination,	oppression,	and	exclusion.	We	denounce	any	laws,	
policies,	or	actions	that	seek	to	divide,	dehumanize,	or	marginalize	individuals	based	on	their	
identity	or	circumstances.	In	the	spirit	of	the	Good	Samaritan,	we	pledge	to	be	a	voice	for	the	
voiceless,	a	place	of	refuge	for	the	displaced,	and	a	community	of	radical	inclusion,	where	all	are	
welcomed,	loved,	and	affirmed.	
	
We	call	upon	our	clergy,	faithful,	and	all	people	of	goodwill	to	join	us	in	this	sacred	mission—to	be	
instruments	of	peace,	bearers	of	hope,	and	builders	of	a	world	where	justice	and	mercy	prevail.	As	a	
sanctuary	community,	the	American	National	Catholic	Church	will	continue	to	walk	with	those	who	
seek	safety,	embrace	those	who	long	for	acceptance,	and	advocate	for	the	dignity	and	rights	of	all	
God's	children.	
	

"Come	to	me,	all	you	who	labor	and	are	burdened,	and	I	will	give	you	rest."	(Matthew	11:28)	
	
In	Christ’s	Love	and	Service,			
	
**The	American	National	Catholic	Church**	


